
RICAT Meeting Minutes: November 30, 2006 
PARI Independent Living Center, 500 Prospect Street, Pawtucket, RI 02860 

2:30 – 4:00 p.m. 
 

• Attendance: 
Members: Florence Adeni-Awosika, Kerri Cicione,  Elisabeth Hubbard, Jeanne 
Panarace, Charles Pollock, Ying Sun, Jill Waller-Blaney 
ATAP Partner Agencies: Lezlee Shaffer, Lisa Labitt, Allen Parent-Wetmore 
Office of Rehabilitation Services: Joe Murphy, Ron Racine 
Guest: Gary Brandyberry 
ATAP Program Director: Kathleen (Kat) Burrell 
ATAP Program Coordinator:  Dianne Newman 
 

• Welcome: Chairperson Jeanne Panarace called the meeting to order at 2:35 p.m. 
She thanked PARI for hosting the meeting and noted that a tour of the facilities 
would be provided towards the end of the meeting.  

 
• Acceptance of Minutes: The Minutes of the RICAT Meeting of October 19, 2006 

were accepted as submitted. 
 
• Chairperson’s Report: Jeanne Panarace 
1. Correspondence:  RI Disability Vote Action contacted Jeanne regarding 

information about Rhode Islanders who used the Automark accessible voting 
machine during the November Election. If you or someone you know had an 
experience (either positive or negative) using the Automark, please complete a 
survey form and return it to RI Disability Vote.  

2. Announcements:  
• John Benavides has a new work location in Boston.  Although he would 

like to continue his involvement with RICAT, he cannot attend day-time 
meetings in Rhode Island.  He will try to participate in future meetings via 
speakerphone. 

• Jeanne’s two-year term as RICAT Chairperson will end in April, and she 
does not plan to continue for another term.  She asked the Council to think 
about potential successors. 

3. Calendar:  
A tentative list of RICAT Meeting dates for 2007 was distributed.  All dates are 
the third Thursday of the month except for April and December, which were 
changed to avoid conflicts with holidays/school vacations.  The first meeting in 
2007 is tentatively scheduled for February 15 at East Bay Educational 
Collaborative in Warren.  
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4. Refreshments: Since we began rotating meetings among the ATAP Partner 

agencies, ORS has not been able to provide refreshments in-house.  Jeanne asked 
how attendees felt about discontinuing the practice of serving refreshments.  After 
discussion, it was agreed that the hosting agency would provide coffee, bottled 
water and some form of cookies or pastries.  Since each agency would host no 
more than once per year, it will not be an excessive burden.  

 
• Committee Reports: 
1. Executive Committee—Jeanne Panarace 

The Executive Committee discussed 2007 meeting dates and locations. Since 
RICAT members prefer meeting at Partner agency locations during winter 
months, we will continue that practice. Meetings will be held at ORS in months 
when parking and walking are less problematic. 
The National Assistive Technology Technical Assistance Partnership hosted a 
Teleconference on “Moving Your Advisory Council from Good to Great” on 
October 26.  Dianne Newman represented Rhode Island on the call. After 
reviewing the formal presentation from the Teleconference, Jeanne thought it 
might be beneficial to RICAT, but was concerned about how much time it would 
take out of one of the Council’s regular meetings. The Executive Committee is 
considering the possibility of presenting an abbreviated version or of offering a 
separate session for this purpose. Dianne will circulate the presentation to the 
Executive Committee so members can get back to Jeanne with their comments.  

2. By-Laws Committee—Jill Waller-Blaney 
Jill noted that the By-Laws have been changed to reflect the changes in RICAT 
Committees, but the revised version has not yet been distributed to the Council. 
The Committee will forward the revised version via email and also bring hard 
copies to the February RICAT meeting. 

3. Alternative Financing—Dianne Newman 
The Committee needs to focus on adding new members, especially given John 
Benevides’ decision to cut back on his activities.   
One of the more promising alternative financing possibilities the Committee is 
exploring is the use of “reverse mortgages” to finance home modifications (e.g. 
adding ramps, roll-in showers, etc.).  Unlike traditional Home Equity Loans, no 
principal or interest payments are due until the home is sold, which allows 
individuals on fixed incomes to make modifications to their homes without 
increasing their monthly expenses.  This program would be particularly helpful to 
Senior Citizens who own their home and want to remain in their local community, 
but cannot do so unless the home is more accessible.  Ron Racine noted that 
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Rhode Island Housing was working on a similar program, and suggested that the 
Committee coordinate with them. 

4. Membership and Outreach—Jill Waller-Blaney 
Jill reported that RICAT member Kevin Cronin is still in a rehab facility in New 
Bedford.  However, he hopes to be back home this month. 
Terms are expiring at the end of December for four RICAT members: Ying Sun, 
Emily Lennon, Pat Feeley, and Jill Waller-Blaney. All have been nominated for an 
additional term, and have agreed to serve.  Since we don’t have a quorum at the 
meeting today, we cannot vote on their re-appointment.  Therefore, before the 
February RICAT meeting, a paper vote will be taken re: these returning members 
and for new members to fill vacancies due to resignations. 

5. Legislative Committee—Jeanne Panarace 
Bob Perrello is not available to serve as Chairman due to a family illness.  Jeanne 
would like to re-activate the committee and is looking for volunteers to work in 
this important area.  Please contact her if interested or to suggest new members for 
the Committee. 

6. Communications Committee 
The revised RICAT website was launched at the AT Conference. It needs some 
updates, including RICAT members’ bios and photos, but the Committee believes 
that all key elements are present. Ying brought his camera and offered to take 
photos after the meeting. 
The Committee is looking for suggestions from RICAT re: the Resource Page on 
the website; they have decided to separate vendors from nonprofit community 
resources, but are looking for other ideas. 
After the Communications Committee finishes working on the website, they will 
begin work on Fact Sheets and a printed brochure. 
 

• ORS Report: 
Ron Racine reported that Kathleen (Kat) Burrell has been named Assistant 
Administrator of ORS, replacing Regina Connor. Kat was previously Supervisor 
of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Region at ORS.  
Kat introduced herself to RICAT and spoke about her background. She offered to 
sit down with any RICAT member who would like to meet with her individually.  
 

• Partner Agencies’ Reports: 
1. OSCIL—Lezlee Shaffer 

Lezlee distributed a written update of activities at OSCIL for the 4th Quarter of 
2006.  In response to a question, she noted that Heather Pascal is OSCIL’s contact 
person for the Gift of Hearing Program. 
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One of OSCIL’s highlighted activities is its collaboration with PARI in planning 
the 50th Anniversary Celebration of the Governor’s Commission on Disabilities. 
They will provide a hands-on model apartment display and a panel discussion at 
the Warwick Public Library in April. Lezlee will e-mail the exact dates to RICAT.  

2. East Bay Educational Collaborative—Lisa Labitt 
Lisa reported that the Equipment Loan Center is very active, with more than 180 
pieces of equipment available.   
Some other active programs include Teacher Training and keeping in touch with 
teachers via e-mail, providing Early Intervention training via Parent Liaisons at 
RIPIN, and speaking at conferences. 
On March 31st, the Statewide Transition Program will offer a College Forum at 
Providence College. This is targeted at students with disabilities who are planning 
to attend college or other forms of continuing education after high school. 

3. PARI Independent Living Center—Alan Parent-Wetmore 
Prior to taking RICAT members on a tour of PARI, Allen noted the following 
recent achievements:  

• PARI has received grants from The Department of Elderly Affairs (for 
people 60 and older) and from The Rhode Island Foundation (for people 
under 60) to make re-cycled AT equipment more affordable.  The grant 
funds will be used to cover the cost of equipment in those situations where 
the individual cannot afford PARI’s usual acquisition fees.  

• PARI has received a grant for $26,000 from the Champlin Foundation to 
purchase a new van for equipment pick-up and delivery. 

Allen led a tour of PARI’s facilities used for equipment refurbishment and repair, 
storage and display and answered questions about the volume, scope and process 
of equipment re-cycling. 
 

******************************************************************* 
Jeanne reminded everyone that the new income guidelines for ATEL will go into 
effect on January 1st.  Therefore, anyone wanting to apply for the CAPTEL or other 
equipment should do so ASAP.  
The next RICAT meeting has been tentatively scheduled for February 15, 2007 at 
East Bay Educational on February 15.  The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Dianne Z. Newman,  
ATAP Program Coordinator 
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